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b eneath the .-on, - ^'J^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

10002, Mu..ip.e blade cutting '^^J^^l^^^ 
l chambere or alining 10 Ration beneath it, an a, 

As each o„heb,ades rotates*, " ^ ^ Ration moves a«e r >s 
„ow is created with respect to the ln tne case of three 

chamber decks having. respeCveiy, a le ^ , hrough 
mov es from the .eft chamber towards the nght 

. discharge opening in the implement ^ from , he left to 

l00 031 It has been noticed that upon movemen ^ h front of 

Lter chambers, a si Z eab,e amount o v^a »n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

the center chamber. As used there^ thereof and thus 

the ,ron, wall of the implement Th from the , e ft chamber and 

a c, io n of tne center blade as , contacts ^veg*a ^ of the 

cement Further, the cond,t,on ,s t o ^ ^ 

being cutis *, and. «*~«*2^Z~ ^ 
permMing it to be more eas,.y by ^ Wades , cutting 

,0004, To help retain abQVe are Really constructed with sk,rts 

elements or decks of the type ^des^bed ^ 
or walls which extend downwardly from h ^ ^ ^ lhe decks 

h0 wever. these skirts are often manufacture * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
than they are at the rear portions .hereof ^ ^ of ^ ftonl 

c^ied within a particular chamber .* s gh y ^ ^ . 

of a par.icu.ar deck, thereby .eavrng an open gap 



number of concerns have arisen 



^ of the lawn or grass atter it has 

extends across tne teH to b e even with and extenu atten ipt to 

clos e ft. above m en«oned ^ ^ materia , such as vege. 

extended below the cutting p.a ^ gap . 
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c.nrp the baffle is vei notation of the type > ■ ^ 

for a ionge. period oU,me man .« of being tak en o** J 

stance for me p h time t0 be wn use 
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ists a need for a device that forms a part of the deck so as to 



enable vegetation and other debris that isconfacfeit^ 
escaping from the underside of the deck and, especially, from the center chamber 
thereof. 



[0009] Accordingly, there is provided a device that forms part of the deck and acts 
as a shield or guard to assist in retaining vegetation and other debris that is cut 
and/or disturbed by the deck's blade(s) from leaving its respective cutting chambers. 
Further, the implement is provided with an adjustable extension to the previous 
device so as to further insure that an operator is permitted to maintain the overall 
appearance of the grounds. These capabilities are provided without reducing the 
maximum level of cutting performance that is obtainable from the deck. 
[0010] ^Specific a ll y , t heir s! o f I he I wo ab ove devices i~s~pTovrdedni^^ 



that is made integral with, or\as one-piece of, the front edge of the deck. The lip is 
extended vertically downwardVjnto the cutting plane of, particularly, the center 



blade. Moreover, it is constructed^© sit off to the left of the midpoint of the center 



blade. It is in this area that the streams of cut material from the two adjacent blades 
converge. Positioning the lip in this manrter substantially decreases the likelihood 
that vegetation which has been cut and debri^that has been disturbed will escape 
from the center chamber, rantf thus the deck itseffr^ 

[001 1] To further insure against the ability of the center blade to project items 
beyond the structure of the center and at least one other adjoining chamber, the 
second device is provided as an adjustable extension to the lip. This extension may 
be made part of the implement when its operator finds a desire or need for its use 
insofar as the escape of materials from the area in which the left and center 
chambers border each other is noticed. 

[0012] Accordingly, there is provided an implement which substantially reduces the 
likelihood of vegetation and other debris escaping therefrom and, particularly, from 
the center chamber thereof. In reducing that likelihood, the implement helps to 
insure the overall appearance of one's grounds. 



Summary of the Invention 
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c ,r lis a side view of a lawn and garden tr 
[0013] FIG. I* a SW mid-portion. 

100151 FIG. 3 is a bottom view o 

="==:.-=■— ™ ; - 

Lppo.ee upon a pl ura«y o, as part rf the tra ctor is a m* 

' : Cat — -» *- ^ 3* - 36 -P-*"* 

used to carry the deck 1 ° . ^^asHhe 

•raveted by the tractor 10. AJJt « a v b **ee B 4^^ 

Xurecen.ercharnt.er28. As c-«-Tj* and does notb o» -* 



that thecufvatOTe-ateo^^ of that front edge 46 of the center chamber 

Q 28 may require. Construction of the lip 4^Jrvlhis7na^^ contact 
^with vegetation in the implements travel path so as to permit the center blade 34 to 
1re-as-e#eGtive-as4X>ssfeJe^ 

[0021] Looking now to Figure 5, it can further be seen that the lip 42 extends 
vertically downward from the top surface 48 of the deck 18 and into the cutting plane 
of the center blade 34. The lip 42 is positioned to be off-center, or to the right, of the 
midpoint A of the center blade 34. Referring to Figure 3, as the blade 34 rotates, it 
passes through an axis Y, shown therein, that extends through the midpoint A and 
which is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the deck 18. On a right hand side of 
B the deck 18 at midpoint A (the left hand side of the axis Y as shown in Figure 3), the 
Jl blade conducts a forward sweep of the grass as indicated by the arrows. Grass on 
m this side is adequately cut since the lip 42 is shortened, as shown in Figure 5, so as 
CJ not to extend across the path of the cutting edge of the blade 34 and because the 
4;: cutting plane of the blade is slightly lower than the front edge of the deck. On a left 
P hand side of the deck 1 8 at midpoint A (the right hand side of the axis Y as shown in 
\! Figure 3), the blade 34 enters into a rearward sweep as shown by the arrows. In this 
S rearward sweep, grass contacted by the lip 42 is bent forwardly. When in this 
?*? stance, the grass is bent towards or into the cutting path or plane of the blade 34 and 
therefore adequately lifted and cut by the blade even though it has contacted the lip 
42. With this positioning and in view of the clockwise (counterclockwise when 
viewed from the underside of the deck as in Figure 3) rotation of the blades 32, 34 
and 36, vegetation and other debris that is thrown by the center blade 34 towards the 
front inside wall 50 of the chamber 28 is shielded by the lip 42 at the point where the 
streams of air and cut material from the left and center chambers 26, 28 merge. 
Upon being shielded, that vegetation or debris is substantially prevented from 
leaving the deck 18, thereby reducing the effects of materials being dispersed from 
the underside 40 thereof. 

[0022] Additionally, the deck 18 includes a second debris shielding arrangement 
52. As seen in Figures 4 and 5, the arrangement includes a first baffle 54 for also 
shielding debris and directing the flow of vegetation that is cut, primarily, by the left 
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ie_32^nd^to a lesser extent, the center blade 34 as well. The baffle 54 is, 
preferably, made of steeToFiTs^^ surface 56 of 



the underside 40 of the deck 18 by welding. As can further be seen, the baffle 54 
includes a notch 58 that is of a size and width to permit vegetation that has been 
bent over by the tractor's left front tire to be able to stand back up prior to meeting 
the left blade 32. With this notch 58, vegetation traveled by the deck 18 can be 
adequately and properly cut as the tractor 10 passes. 



:£> [0023] ^StUUrefen^ s constructea to carrya 



second oaffle or plate 60 thereon, the positioning of which is to the left of the lip 42 
and center line of the cent^blade 34. This second baffle 60 is provided to be 
adjustable within and is securable to the first baffle 54 at its mounting slots 62 with 
bolts 64. Adjustably securing the oaffle 60 in this manner and location allows it to 
be extended into the cutting planes oHDbth the left and center blades 32 and 34 to a 
point where it can be even with the bottom edcje 66 of the lip 42. With such an 
extension capability, the baffle 54 is effectively ^qnWnuation of the lip 42 in an area 
in which blowout of drier vegetation and other debris isMitely and has been most 
frequently noticed. Additionally, the center blade 34 and Ieftb1adej32^will conduct 

4he-3am e fo r w ard-arrchreafwar d sweeps m entioned in relation ttrthe--tip-4&, _ 

[0024] Thus, there is provided an implement that reduces the likelihood that dried 
vegetation and other debris will escape the implement when they are impacted and 
then be thrown from the blades thereof. 

[0025] Having described the preferred embodiment, it will become apparent that 
various modifications can be made without departing from the scope of the invention 
as defined in the accompanying claims. 



